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‘Aliens’ in Fifteenth Century London: 
Their Origins and Residences
Mio Ueno
Medieval London attracted many people and goods from around the British Isles and 
continental Europe. According to the study by J. L. Bolton, approximately 3500 ‘aliens’ lived and 
worked in fifteenth century London - about six percent of the city’s population at the time. 
After discussing recent trends in ‘alien’ studies, I would like to present a basic picture where of 
‘aliens’ lived, where they came from and what they did for a living in medieval London. 
The “England’s Immigrants 1330-1550: Resident Aliens in the Late Middle Ages” project 
collected over 64000 records of ‘aliens’ from various documents, such as alien subsidy rolls and 
letters of denization. Subsequently, the “England’s Immigrants Database” has been made accessible 
to the public in 2015. 
Searching “England’s Immigrants Database” yields 17208 records of ‘aliens’ from fifteenth 
century London. The largest number of ‘aliens’ lived in Langbourne ward, which was in the centre 
of the city. Also, ‘aliens’ tended to live in central to eastern wards. 
The largest ‘alien’ group in Langbourne ward was Italian, almost all of whom were recorded as 
being merchants, and were male only, which is a sharp contrast with the ‘Teutonic’ or the ‘Dutch’, 
who came from northern Europe, mainly from the Low Countries and Germany. ‘Teutonics’ formed 
the largest group of ‘aliens’ in London, and women were also recorded in addition to men. 
Regarding their occupations, many of the ‘Teutonic’ were recorded as ‘servants’, and this included 
apprentice and journeymen as well as domestic servants. 
Naturally, there are other groups of ‘aliens’ (e.g. French, Scots, Irish) but detecting clear 
patterns of their residence in London remains a challenge. However, in combination with other 
studies on ‘aliens’, it is possible to surmise that the differences found among ‘aliens’ in the database 
reflected their social status in London. 
